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) . The entire community of
Israelites assembled at Shilo, where they set up the Tent of Meeting, and the
land lay conquered before them. There remained seven Israelite tribes whose
estates had not yet been distributed. Yehoshua said to the Israelites, “How
long will you be slack about coming to inherit the land given to you by the
Lorp, God of your forefathers? Provide three men from each tribe; I will
send them to travel around the land and map it out for apportionment; then
they will come back to me. Divide it up into seven parts, Yehuda retaining its
borders in the south and the House of Yosef retaining its borders in the north.
Map out the land into seven parts and bring it here to me; I shall then cast
lots for you here before the LORD our God. For there is to be no share among
you for the Levites since the LORD’s priesthood is their estate, and Gad,
Reuven, and half the tribe of Menashe took their estates on the east side of
the Jordan — those that Moshe, the LORD’s servant, had assigned to them.” So
the men rose and set out, and Yehoshua commanded those who were
traveling to map out the land: “Go and travel the land and map it out, and
return to me; I will cast lots for you here before the LORD at Shilo.” The men
set out and traveled across the land, mapping out its cities into seven parts
on ascroll. They came back to Yehoshua, to the camp at Shilo. Yehoshua cast
lots in Shilo before the LORD, and there Yehoshua divided the land for the
Israelites by their tribal divisions. The first lot fell to the tribe of
Binyamin by its clans. Their allotment lay between the Judahites and the
Josephites. The northern edge of their border began at the Jordan; then the
border rose to the northern slope of Yeriho, rose westward to the hills, and
reached the wilderness of Beit Aven; from there, the border continued toward
Luz, to the southern slope of Luz — that is, Beit El; the border then descended
to Aterot Adar on the hill south of Lower Beit Horon. The border then curved,
turning to the west, southward from the hill facing Lower Beit Horon, and
ended at Kiryat Baal — that is, Kiryat Ye’arim, a Judahite city. This was its
western edge. Its southern edge ran from the edge of Kiryat Ye'arim and
continued west, reaching the spring of the Fountainhead of Neftoah; the
border then descended to the foot of the hill by the Valley of Ben Hinom at
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the northern end of the Refaim Valley; it descended through the Hinom

Valley toward the Jebusite slope to the south, descending toward the Rogel

17 Spring; curving northward, it continued to the Shemesh Spring and then on

to Gelilot, by Maaleh Adumim, and descended to Even Bohan, son of Reuven;

18 continuing northward to the slope facing the Arava, it then descended to the

19 Arava; the border then continued northward to the Beit Hogla slope and

ended at the northern tongue of the Dead Sea, at the southern end of the

20 Jordan. This was its southern border. The Jordan bordered it on the eastern

edge. This was the Benjaminites’ estate, defined by its borders all around,

21 divided according to its clans. The cities of the tribe of Benjamin by its clans

22 were: Yeriho, Beit Hogla, and Emek Ketzitz, Beit HaArava, Tzemarayim, and

23,24 BeitEl, Avim, Para, and Ofra, Kefar HaAmona, Ofni, and Geva; twelve cities

25,26 with their villages. Givon, Rama, and Beerot, Mitzpeh, Kefira, and Motza,

27,28 Rekem, Yirpe'el, and Tarala, Tzela, Elef, and the Jebusite — that is,

Jerusalem — Givat, Kiryat; fourteen cities with their villages. This was the
estate of the Benjaminites by their clans.
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