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1 1 The vision of Yeshayahu son of Amotz, which he saw regarding Yehuda and
Jerusalem in the days of Uziyahu, Yotam, Ahaz, and Hizkiyahu, kings of

> Yehuda:' Listen, heavens, hear, O earth:* the LORD has spoken: I brought up
3 children, raised them; they rebelled against Me. Even an ox knows its owner,
an ass its master’s trough. Israel does not know; My people does not try to
4 understand. Woe to the sinning nation, a people weighed down with iniquity,
seed of the wicked, vicious children, they forsook the LorD, defamed the
Holy One of Israel, fell away. Why should you suffer more beatings? Yet you

6 spawn more defiance, your head sickened, all, your whole heart ailing. From
sole to crown — nothing is sound; laceration, bruise, and open wound never

7 squeezed or bandaged; never eased with oil: your land is laid waste, your
towns burned up in fire; your own land - before your eyes strangers consume

8 it—laid waste: a vision of strangers’ overturning.> Only daughter Zion stands
like the watchman’s shack in a vineyard, like the hut in a cucumber field — a
9 town besieged. Were it not for the LORD of Hosts, who left of us a bare remnant,
10 we would have been like Sedom, like Amora — gone.* Listen to the
Lorp’s word, you officers of Sedom; hear the teaching of our God, you

u townsmen of Amora. Why, says the LorD, would I want all these offerings?
I am sated with burnt offerings, with rams and fleshy creatures’ fat, the blood

12 of bulls and sheep and goats — I do not want them. You come, appear before
Me. Who asked all this of you, who asked you for all this: trampling My

13 courtyards? Bring no more your empty gifts — they are foul incense to Me;
New Moon and Sabbath, the feast days you proclaim — I cannot endure these

14 sins and assemblies. Your New Moons and festivals, how I hate them; they
15 have become a burden to Me; I am weary, I cannot bear them. When you
spread your hands out skyward, I must turn My eyes away; when you pray
with such verbosity, I am not listening. Your hands, they are covered in blood.

16 Wash them, be clean now, remove your terrible deeds from My sight; stop
17 bringing about such evils. Learn to do good. Seek justice. Correct what is
18 cruel. Rule justice for orphans. Fight the widows’ cause. Come, let
us argue this out; so says the LORD. Though your sins may be like scarlet, they
will grow whiter than snow. Though they redden you more than dye worms,

19 they will be clean wool again. If you will it and listen, the best of this earth is
20 yours to eat, but if you refuse and rebel against Me, the sword will devour
21 you; the LORD has spoken. How like a whore is she now, the faithful
metropolis. How full she was of justice once; righteousness lodged with her,

22 now murderers. Your silver has turned into dross, your wine is watered down,
23 your ministers are wayward, friends to thieves, loving corruption, all of them,
chasing bribes. They do not judge an orphan’s case; a widow's claim does not

24 even come before them. And so, says the Master, the LORD of Hosts,

1 | This period saw the expansion of Assyria and its conquest of the Kingdom of Israel. The prophecies in
most of the book are not arranged in chronological order, and it contains narrative accounts as well.
2 | Cf. Deuteronomy 32:1. This prophecy is best understood as a reference to the events of 701 BCE, in which
Sanheriv, king of Assyria, destroyed many cities of Yehuda.
3 | Cf. the story of Sedom and Amora in Genesis, chapters 18-19.
4 | InIsaiah the translator has used italic font to indicate a change in voice or internal dialogue.
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the Mighty One of Israel: This woe! — I shall seek consolation, crush My foes,
wreak vengeance on My enemies. I shall set My hand against you again, as if
smelting, refining away your dross; all your lead will I remove. I shall set up
your judges again as first they were, your counselors as long ago. And then
you shall be called Righteous City, Faithful Metropolis. Zion will be redeemed
by justice, by righteousness — those who return to her; rebels and sinners will
all be broken, those who forsook the LoRp all gone. How ashamed you will
be of the oaks that youlonged for, how mortified over the gardens you chose.s
For you will be like an oak with withered leaves, like a garden that sees no
water. That mighty oak will become flax fibers and the one who once carved
them the spark; the two will burn together, and no one will be there to
quench the fire. The vision of Yeshayahu son of Amotz for Yehuda
and Jerusalem: This will be in days to come: The mountain of the LORD’s
House will be rooted firm, the highest of mountains, raised high above all
hills, and all the nations will stream to it. Many peoples will come, saying:
“Come, let us go up to the mount of the LORD, to the House of Yaakov’s God;
He will teach us of His ways; we will walk in His pathways,” for teaching will
come forth from Zion, from Jerusalem, the LorD’s word. He will judge
among nations and arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall not raise sword
against nation; no more will they learn to make war.® House of
Yaakov, come, let us walk by the LorD’s light. For you have forsaken your
people, House of Yaakov, full of what comes from the east, full of auguries

7 like the Philistines, glutted with customs of strangers. Their land is filled with
8 silver and gold, there is no end to their treasures; their land is filled with

10
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horses, there is no end to their chariots. Their land is filled with false gods;
they bow to the works of their hands; their own fingers formed them. Man
falls on his face; a man degrades himself; You would not lift Your judgment.
Climb into the rock face; bury yourself in the dust for dread of the LorD
before the loftiness of His majesty. The proud eyes of man are fallen, man’s
erect bearing bent low; the LORD alone will be exalted on that day. It
is the day of the LorD of Hosts for each exalted, each proud man, for each
man who is raised — to be brought down. For all the cedars of Lebanon, high
and exalted; for all the oaks of Bashan; for all the lofty mountains, all the high
hills; for each tall tower, each impenetrable wall; for all the boats of Tarshish,’
all the ships of longing. Man’s arrogance will be thrown down, the pride of
men brought low; the LORD alone will be exalted on that day; all false gods
will cease to be. And people will run to the caves among the rocks, into the
caverns of dust, for fear of the LORD and His dazzling majesty as He comes
to strike dread across the earth. On that day, man will throw down his gods
of silver, gods of gold, that he made to worship, to the moles and the bats; he
will go into the rocks’ clefts, the cliff s hidden places for fear of the Lorp and

5 | See 65:3.
6 | Cf. Micah 4:1-3.
7 | A seagoing people who were skilled shipbuilders.
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