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for Shovakh, their army commander, he struck him down, and he died on
the spot. When all the kings who were subject to Hadadezer realized that
they had been routed before Israel, they surrendered to Israel and became
subject to them. And Aram was too frightened to come to the Amonites’ aid
again. The next spring — when kings launch campaigns — David sent
out Yoav together with his officers and all of Israel. They ravaged the Amonites
and besieged Raba — while David remained in Jerusalem. As dusk
was falling, David rose from his bed and went for a stroll upon the roof of the
palace. And from the roof, he saw a woman bathing, and the woman was
absolutely beautiful. David sent and made inquiries about the woman and
was told, “She is Batsheva, daughter of Eliam, wife of Uriya the Hittite.” David
sent messengers to fetch her. She came to him, and he lay with her — she had
just cleansed herself from her impurity. Then she returned home. The woman
conceived and sent word to David. “I am pregnant,” she said. So David sent
a message to Yoav, “Send Uriya the Hittite to me,” and Yoav sent Uriya to

7 David. When Uriya came to him, David asked how Yoav was faring, how the

8 troops were faring, and how the war was faring. “Go down to your home,”
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David then said to Uriya, “and bathe your feet” When Uriya left the king’s
palace, royal provisions were brought out after him. But Uriya lay at the
entrance of the king’s palace along with all his lord’s servants and did not go
down to his own home. When they told David, “Uriya has not gone down to
his home,” David said to Uriya, “You have just come from a journey; why do
younot go down to your home?” “The Ark and Israel and Yehuda are dwelling
in huts,” Uriya said to David, “and my lord Yoav and my lord’s officers are
camping in the open field - how can I come to my own home, to eat and drink
and lie with my wife? By your life — by your very life — I will not do such a
thing.” “Stay here today as well,” David said to Uriya, “and tomorrow I will
send you oft” And Uriya stayed in Jerusalem that day and the next. David
summoned him to eat and drink in his presence, and he got him drunk. But
he left in the evening to lie on his bed with his lord’s servants — he did not go
down to his own home. In the morning, David wrote a letter to Yoav and sent
it by Uriya’s hand. The letter he wrote said, “Position Uriya in the front line
where the battle is thickest, and then retreat, so he will be struck down and
killed” And when Yoav was keeping watch over the city, he assigned
Uriya a position where he knew the seasoned warriors would be. The men of
the city charged out and fought against Yoav, and some of the troops, David’s
men, fell; Uriya the Hittite was among the dead. Yoav sent a message to David,
giving him a full report of the war. He instructed the messenger as follows:
“When you have finished giving the full report of the war to the king, if the
king’s fury is roused, and he says to you, “‘Why did you approach the city to
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21 fight — were you not aware that they would shoot over the wall? Who struck
down Avimelekh son of Yerubeshet?3® It was a woman who hurled an upper
millstone over the wall, so that he died in Tevetz!*® Why did you approach
the wall?” - then say, “Your servant, Uriya the Hittite, was among those who

22 died.” The messenger set out and came to David, to deliver Yoav’s full report.

23 “First the men were overpowering us, and they charged out at us toward the
open ground,” the messenger said to David, “and then we drove them back

24 to the entrance of the gate. But then the archers shot at your servants from
the wall, and some of the king’s servants were killed. Your servant, Uriya the

25 Hittite, was among the dead” “This is what you must say to Yoav,”
David told the messenger, “Do not take this affair so gravely; the sword
consumes one way or another. Battle on against the city even more fiercely,

26 and destroy it!” Encourage him.” Uriya’s wife heard that her husband Uriya

27 was dead, and she mourned over her husband. When the mourning period
passed, David sent and had her brought to his palace. She became his wife,
and she bore him a son. But what David had done was grave in the eyes of the

12 1 LoRrbp. The LoRD sent the prophet Natan to David, and he came to

him. “There were two men in the same city,” he said to him. “One was rich

)

and the other poor. The rich man had a great wealth of sheep and cattle, but
the poor man had nothing but one small lamb that he had bought. He
nurtured her, and she grew up together with him and his children; she would
eat from his own crusts of bread and drink from his own cup and sleep curled
4 upin his embrace — she was like his own daughter. But a traveler came to the
house of the rich man, and it seemed a pity to him to take from his own flock
and herd to prepare food for the guest who had come to him. So he took the

s poor man’s lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him.” David’s
fury blazed hot against the man. “As the LoRD lives,” he said to Natan, “the

6 man who did this is a dead man. As for the lamb - he must pay for it four
7 times over for doing such a deed and for having no pity.” “You are
the man!” Natan said to David. “Thus says the LORD, God of Israel: I anointed

8 you as king over Israel, and I saved you from the hand of Shaul. I gave you
your master’s house and your master’s wives into your embrace, and I gave
you the House of Israel and Yehuda, and if that would be too little, I would

9 give you even twice as much. Why, then, have you scorned the word of the
Lorp, doing such evil in His eyes? You put Uriya the Hittite to the sword and
took his wife as your own wife; you killed him with the sword of the Amonites.

10 And now, the sword will never turn away from your house because you
u scorned Me and took Uriya the Hittite’s wife as your own wife. Thus
says the LORD: I am about to raise up evil against you from within your own
house; I will take your wives before your very eyes and give them to another

12 who willlie with your wives in broad daylight. You acted in secrecy, but I shall

38 | That is, Gidon, also called Yerubaal; see Judges 6:32. Boshet is a substitute for baal; see note on 2:8.
39 | See Judges 9:53.
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