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temple will not tread upon the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod. The
hand of the LorD bore heavily against the Ashdodites, and He devastated
them, plaguing Ashdod and its territories with hemorrhoids. When the
people of Ashdod saw it was so, they said, “The Ark of Israel's God must not
remain among us, for His hand is harsh against us and against our god Dagon.”
So they sent and summoned all the Philistine chieftains to them, asking,
“What shall we do about the Ark of Israel's God?” “Let the Ark of Israel's God
be removed to Gat,” they determined. So they relocated the Ark of Israel’s
God. Once they had removed it, the LORD’s hand caused a mortifying panic
in the city, plaguing the people of the city — young and old — with hemorrhoids
bursting open on them. So they sent the Ark of God on to Ekron, but as soon
as the Ark of God reached Ekron, the Ekronites cried out in protest, “They
have removed the Ark of Israel’s God to us to kill us and our people.” And
they sent and summoned all the Philistine chieftains and said to them, “Send
the Ark of Israel’s God back to its place so that it will not kill me and my
people.” For a deadly panic had seized the city, God’s hand bore down so
heavily there. The people who had not died were plagued with hemorrhoids,
and the shrieks of the city flared up to the heavens. The Ark of
the LORD had remained in Philistine territory for seven months when the
Philistines summoned the priests and diviners, asking them, “What shall we
do with the Ark of the LorDp? Tell us, how should we send it back to its
place?” “If you are sending the Ark of Israel’s God back,” they said, “do not
send it empty-handed; be sure to recompense Him with a guilt offering. Only
then will you be cured — when you acknowledge why He would not turn His
hand away from you.” “With what guilt offering shall we compensate Him?”
they replied. “Five, according to the number of Philistine chieftains,” they
said, “five golden hemorrhoids and five golden mice, for one plague befell all
of you and your chieftains. Make images of your hemorrhoids and those mice
of yours that are ravaging the land, and give honor to the God of Israel;
perhaps then He will lighten His hand from upon you, your gods, and your
land. Why should you harden your hearts, as Egypt and Pharaoh hardened
their hearts; after all, when He dealt harshly with them, did they not send
them off to go free? Now prepare a new cart and two nursing cows that have
never borne a yoke. Hitch the cows to the cart, but bring their calves back
inside behind them. Then take the Ark of the LoRD, place it on the cart, and
put the gold objects that you are paying Him as compensation in a saddlebag
beside it. Send it off and let it go. Then watch: if it makes its way up to its own
territory, to Beit Shemesh, then it was He who inflicted this great evil upon
us; but if not, we shall know that it was not His hand that afflicted us; what
befell us was mere chance” And so the men did; they took two nursing cows,
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hitched them to a cart, and shut their calves up indoors. Then they placed the
Ark of the LoRD onto the cart, along with the saddlebag, the golden mice,
and the images of their hemorrhoids. The cows made their way straight to the
Beit Shemesh road and walked along that one highway; though they lowed
as they went, they veered neither right nor left, and the Philistine chieftains
followed them until the Beit Shemesh border. At Beit Shemesh, they were
reaping the wheat harvest in the valley. When they looked up and noticed the
Ark, they rejoiced at the sight. The cart reached the field of Yehoshua the Beit
Shemeshite and came to a halt there, where there was an enormous stone.
They split the wood of the cart to offer the cows as a burnt offering to the
LoRD. The Levites had unloaded the Ark of the LoRD and the
saddlebag containing the golden objects and placed them on the enormous
stone. Then the people of Beit Shemesh offered up burnt offerings and made
sacrifices to the LORD on that day. The five Philistine chieftains watched, then
returned to Ekron that same day. These are the golden hemorrhoids
that the Philistines paid as compensation to the LORD: one for Ashdod, one
for Aza, one for Ashkelon, one for Gat, and one for Ekron, while the
golden mice represented the number of all the Philistine towns belonging to
the chieftains, from the fortified cities to the open hamlets. And to this day,
the enormous stone where they placed the Ark of the LORD remains in the
field of Yehoshua the Beit Shemeshite. But He struck down the people of Beit
Shemesh, for they had looked upon the Ark of the LorD — He struck down
seventy as well as fifty thousand of the people. And the people mourned, for
the LoRD had struck the people a grave blow. “Who can stand before the
Lorp, this holy God,” said the people of Beit Shemesh, “and to whom will it
depart from us?” They sent messengers to the inhabitants of Kiryat Ye'arim,
saying, “The Philistines have returned the Ark of the LorD; come down and
bring it up to you.” So the men of Kiryat Ye’arim came and brought up the
Ark of the Lorp. They conveyed it to the house of Avinadav on the hill and
appointed his son Elazar to guard the Ark of the LOrD. From the
time the Ark came to dwell in Kiryat Ye’arim, the days slipped by into twenty
years, and all the House of Israel yearned for the LORD. Shmuel said
to all the House of Israel, “If you mean to return to the LORD with all your
heart, then remove the alien gods from among you, along with the Ashtarot,
and direct your hearts to the LORD, and serve Him alone; then He will save
you from the hand of the Philistines.” So the Israelites removed the Baalim
and the Ashtarot and served the LORD alone. Then Shmuel said,
“Assemble all of Israel at Mitzpa, and I will pray to the LORD on your behalf.”
They assembled at Mitzpa and drew water and poured it out before the LoRrD.
On that day they fasted, declaring there, “We have sinned against the LORD,”
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