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14 Once the priests enter, they may not leave the holy area to go to the outer
courtyard; first they shall leave the garments in which they minister there, for
they are holy. They are to put on other clothes and after that may approach

15 the area designated for the nation.” He finished the measurements of the inner
House and took me out through the gate looking out eastward and measured

16 the whole perimeter. He measured the eastern side with his measuring

17 reed — five hundred cubits with the measuring reed all around. He measured
the northern side — five hundred cubits with the measuring reed all around.

18 He measured the southern side — five hundred reeds with the measuring reed.

19 He turned to the western side and measured five hundred reeds with the

20 measuring reed. He measured it in four directions; it had a wall roundabout
running a length of five hundred and a width of five hundred, to separate the

43 1 holy from the ordinary. He led me to the gate, the gate facing out eastward.

2 And behold! The glory of the God of Israel was approaching by the eastern
path with a sound like the roar of vast waters, and the earth was lit up with
3 His glory! Itlooked like the vision that T had seen, like the vision I saw when
I came to prophesy the city’s destruction,® visions like the vision I had seen

4 at the Kevar River,* and I fell upon my face. Then the glory of the LorD
entered the House by way of the gate facing eastward. And a wind lifted me
up and brought me to the inner courtyard, and behold - the glory of the LorD

6 filled the House. I heard Him speaking to me from the House, then there was
7 aman standing next to me. He said to me: “Man, this is the site of My throne
and the place of My footstool, where I will dwell among the children of Israel
forever. And the House of Israel will no longer defile My holy name, they and
their kings with their whoring, and with the graves of their kings’ corpses
8 decorated with altars. When they placed their thresholds near My threshold
and their doorposts near My doorposts, with only a wall between Me and
them, they polluted My holy name by the disgusting things they did, so I
9 destroyed them in My anger. This time they must keep their whoring and the
corpses of their kings far away from Me, so that I may dwell among them

10 forever.® You, Man, describe this House to the House of Israel so that
they feel ashamed of their sins, and let them take measure of the plan. And if

1 they do feel shame about all they have done, then make known to them the
design of the House and its architectural plan: its exits and entrances, all of its
structures and all of its rules, all its decorative shapes and all the instructions
about it. And write it down in front of them so that they can preserve every-
thing about its design and its rules so that they can carry them out. This is the

12 teaching of the House: the top of the mountain, all its boundary roundabout,

13 is holy of holies. Behold - this is the teaching of the House: These are
the dimensions of the altar® in cubits, each cubit being a five-handbreadth

63 | Literally “to destroy the city”; see the visions in chapters 8-11, which depict God’s glory leaving
Jerusalem as it is destroyed.

64 | See chapter 1.

65 | Cf. Exodus 25:8.

66 | See diagram of the Temple in Yehezkels vision in the appendices.
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cubit plus a handbreadth. But the base is a smaller cubit, as is the cubit of its
width, and the border at its edge all around is one half-cubit, the same as for
the top level of the altar. Now from the base on the ground up to the lower
ledge there are two cubits, and its excess width is one cubit, and from the
smaller ledge up to the top of the large ledge there are four cubits, with an
excess width of one cubit. Now the Harel hearth is four cubits, and from this
Ariel upward, there rise four horns. And the Ariel is twelve cubits long by
twelve cubits wide, square on its four sides. And the ledge is fourteen in
length by fourteen in width on its four sides, and the border surrounding it
is half a small cubit. A cubit of its base extends all around, and its ramp
is off-center, shifted eastward.” Then He said to me: “Man, thus says the
Lord Gop: These are the statutes pertaining to the altar on the day that it is
fashioned, to enable you to bring burnt offerings upon it and to sprinkle blood
upon it. You will pass on to the priests, the Levites who are of the seed of
Tzadok who approach Me to serve Me, the word of the Lord Gop: a young
bull from the cattle herd shall be a purification offering. Take from its blood
and put some on the four altar horns and four corners of the ledge and upon
the border all around: you shall purify it so that it can provide atonement.
Then take the bull of the purification offering and burn it in its designated
place in the bounds of the House, outside the Sanctuary. And from the
second day onward, you shall sacrifice a flawless male goat for a purification
offering. They shall purify the altar as they purified it before, by sacrificing
the bull. When you have finished the purification process, sacrifice a flawless
young bull from among the cattle and a flawless ram from among the sheep.
You shall bring them near the LORD, and the priests shall throw salt upon
them and offer them up as a burnt offering to the Lorb. For seven days you
shall bring the goat of a purification offering daily, as well as a young bull from
the cattle and a ram from the sheep; they are all to be flawless. For seven days
they shall cleanse the altar and purify it and consecrate it. When these days
are over, from the eighth day onward, the priests may prepare your burnt
offerings and your peace offerings on the altar, and I shall respond favorably
to you. So spoke the Lord Gop.*” He brought me back by way of the
outer gate of the Sanctuary that faces eastward, and it was closed. The LORD
said to me: This gate will stay shut; it shall not be opened, and no man may
enter through it; because the LorD, God of Israel, entered through it, it shall
remain closed. Regarding the prince: as prince, he will sit within it to eat
bread before the LORD, arriving by way of the entrance hall of that gate and
leaving the same way.” He brought me toward the northern gate to the front
of the House. Ilooked, and behold — the LorD’s glory filled the House of the
Lorp, and I fell on my face. The LORD said to me: “Man, pay attention, and
see with your eyes and hear with your ears all that I am saying to you about
the laws of the House of the LORD and all its teachings; and pay attention to
the rules about entering the House, about exiting the Sanctuary. And you

67 | Compare to the dedication of the altar in the Tabernacle in Leviticus 8:11-21; there, too, the ceremony

lasts seven days (Lev. 9:34).
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